Frank Kressing/Karl Kaser (eds.)
Albania – A Country in Transition

Band 51

Aspects of Changing Identities in a South-East European Country
Even after the breakdown of the Communist regime in Albania in the 1990ies, this small
country of the Balkan peninsula remains one of the least known areas of Europe. In this
volume, a number of authors from the fields of Balkan studies, Anthropology and History
examine various aspects of the transition process which the country has been dealing with
after more than 40 years of complete isolation. The contributions to this volume focus on the
Albanians‘ quest for their own identity when facing contradictory influences from East and
West - caught between tradition and modernism, post-Communist adaptation to capitalism
and maintenance of pre-Communist social structures. Among other topics, the role of Islam in
the former self-proclaimed ’first atheist state of the world‘, enduring patriarchal patterns of
gender relations, mass migration, the position of ethnic minorities, and stereotype images of
Albanians and Albania in the West are highlighted. Thus, this compendium offers a wide
range of background information to scholars of Balkan-related subjects as well as to the
average reader who is interested in history, culture and religion of south-eastern Europe.
Table of Contents
General remarks on Albania and the Albanians - Albania: orientalisation and balkanisation of
a Balkan country – a contribution to an ongoing debate – Albanian Islam - development and
disruptions - a preliminary account of research regarding the Albanian Bektashis – myths and
unsolved questions - women's lack of identity and the myth of their security under Albanian
patriarchy in Albania - migration within Albania – from the northern highlands to the cities of
the plains - strategies of migrant workers in the highland villages of southern Albania in the
19th and 20th centuries - dawn for a ’sleeping beauty nation‘ – Aromanian identity politics and
conflicts in post-Communist Albania.
The editors: Frank Kressing has been a lecturer in the Dept. of Anthropology at the University
of Ulm, Germany; Karl Kaser is director of the Center for the Study of Balkan Societies and
Cultures at the University of Graz, Austria.

